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By  William  H.  Peiiciiu  Ji^ 
Editor _ 

An  emeigency  closure  of  the 
main  Interstate  highway  lead¬ 
ing  to  die  Mississippi  Coliseum 
in  Jackson  on  the  evening  of 
July  25  forced  some  late 
arrivals  to  Mississippi  Baptist 
Youth  Night,  but  it  certainly 
didn't  dampen  die  spirits  of  d^ 
more  than  9,000  youth  and 
chaperones  who  finally  arrived 
for  the  armual  event. 

Audiorities  reported  diat  a 
tractor-tanker  rig  apparently 
leaked  slippery  hydraulic  fluid 
along  several 
miles  of 

Interstate  55 
South,  which 
;nms  alongside 
•Ihe  Mississippi 
State  Fair¬ 
grounds  and 
serves  as  the 
ajor-^  traffic 
•rwry  '"^for 
events  in  the 
Coliseum  at  the 
Fairgrounds. 

Interstate  20, 
a  major  east- 
west  f^er  into 
die  Fairgrounds 
area,  was  also 
affected.  Both 
roadways  were 
closed  at  about 
5  p.m.  after  sev¬ 
eral  accidents 
occurred  due  to 
die  spill. 

"We're  sorry 
for  those  who 
had  difBculty  because  of  the 
Interstate  closures.  That  was 
something  we  couldn't  have 
forseen,”  said  Don  Lum,  event 
coordinator  and  chairman  of 
die  planning  committee. 

Lum  said  he  also  discovered 
too  late  that  Coliseum  officials 
had  opened  only  the  main  gate 
into  the  Fairgrounds,  which 
incoming  Youth  Night  atten¬ 
dees  had  to  share  with  partici¬ 
pants  registering  for  a  horse 
show  at  Fairgrounds. 

"We're  going  to  work  with 
Coliseum  officials  to  alleviate 
that  problem  before  next 
year's  event.  Again,  I  want  to 
sincerely  apologize  for  the 
traffic  problems,'^ he  said. 

Christian  vocalist  Jake 
Gulledge's  opening  set,  per¬ 
formed  widi  his  six-member 
band,  to(^  eveiyone's  mind  off 
die  inoxnirg  tram  hassles,  how¬ 
ever,  as  he  invited  partopmts  to 
join  him  in  lifting  their  voices  in 
praise  to  the  Lem.  Gulledge  is 


PrtAlSF  HIM  —  Jake  CulliBBB  Pf TJa?/  eweoarages  the  standing-rooMM>nly-4«owd 
at  the  2003  Mississippi  Baptist  Youth  Night  July  25  at  the  Mississippi  Coliseum  in  Jackson  to  join 
him  in  singing  praise  to  the  Lord.  More  than  9,000  people  attended  the  annual  event,  which  is 
sponsored  by  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board's  Youth  Ministry  Team  and  funded  by  gifts 
to  the  Mississippi  Cooperative  Program.  (BR  photo  by  William  H.  Perkins  Jr.) 


head  of  Jake  Gulledge  Ministries 
in  Gain«ville,  Fla. 

Stuart  Hall  of  Dash 
Ministries  in  Alpharetta,  Ga., 
served  as  the  speaker  for  the 
evening,  warning  the  students 
to  take  care  in  selecting  the  life 
path  down  which  their  feet  will 
take  them.  "Your  feet  will  take 
you  in  any  direction  you  want 
to  go,"  he  said. 

Lum  estimated 
that  more  than  200 
people  came  for¬ 
ward  to  make  deci¬ 
sions  for  Christ 
during  the  invita¬ 
tion  time. 

Lum  expressed 


pointed  out. 

The  date  and  location  for  the 
2004  edition  of  Mississippi 
Baptist  Youth  Night  is  July  23  at 
the  Mississippi  Coli^um  in 
jacksem. 

Mississippi  Baptist  Youth 
Night  is  the  laigest  annual  gatii- 
ering  of  Mississippi  Baptists  in 
the  state.  It  is  ^xxisored  each 
year  by  tiie  Youth  Ministry  Team 


of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Conven-tion  Board,  and  funded 
W  gifts  to  the  Mississippi 
Cooperative  Program. 

For  more  inrormation,  con¬ 
tact  Lum  at  P.O.  Box  530, 
Jackson,  MS  39205-0530. 
Telephone:  (601)  292-3280  or 
toll-nee  outside  Jackson  (800) 
748-1651,  ext.  280.  E-mail: 
dlum@mbcb.org. 


counselors,  includ¬ 
ing  staffers  from 
Camp  Garaywa  in 
Clinton  and 

Central  Hills 

Retreat  near  Kos¬ 
ciusko.  "The  volun¬ 
teer  counselors, 
like  the  adults  who 
take  time  to  bring 
these  young  people 
to  Jackson  every 
year,  are  critical  to 

the  success  of  DECISIONS  FOR  CHRIST  —  Scores  of  young  people  and  their  chaperones 
Youth  Night.  We  gather  around  the  stage  during  the  invitation  time  at  the  2003  Mississippi  Baptist 
couldn't  have  this  Youth  Night  July  25  at  the  Mississippi  Coliseum  in  Jackson.  Don  Lum,  event  coor- 
event  without  their  dinator  and  chairman  of  the  planning  committee,  reported  that  more  than  200 
dedication  to  it,"  he  decisions  for  Christ  were  recorded.  (BP  photo  by  William  H.  Perkins  Jr.) 


Editor's 

Notebook 


WMXOft.  *  CHWS  < 
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apace,  thm  is  one  item  in  every  Wimout  me  Cooperative 
cnuich  budget  tfiat  should  be  pro-  Program,  tfiere  would  like 
tected  £rom  cuts  at  idl  costs:  die  ly  to  no  salvation  testi- 
Cooperative  Program.  It's  just  too  monies  from  Camp 
important  to  all  of  us,  and  to  a  lost  Garaywa,  Ntississippi 
world  in  need  of  die  Gospel.  Baptists'  Girls  in  Action 

For  far  too  many  Mississippi  campgroup  in  Clinton; 
Baptists  —  and  Soudiem  Baptists  m  Central  Hills  Retreat, 
general  —  the  Cooperative  Program  Mississippi  Baptists'  Royal 
w  the  transparent,  little-understood  Ambassador  campgrotmd 
mechanism  for  fiuvdmg  virtually  outside  KosciuMo;  or 
every  activity  undertaken  on  the  Gulfshore  Assembly, 
state  and  national  convention  leveb.  Mississippi  Baptists'  Gulf 
Begun  in  the  1920s,  the  Coast  campground  in  P^ 
Cooperative  Program  ensures  that  Christian.  Bible  Drills 
each  Mississippi  Baptist  and  Southern  wouldn't  happen.  All  are 
Baptist  activity  recewes  a  share  of  the  supported  by  the 
funding  pie  by  pooling  die  gifts  made  by  Coroerative  Program, 
church  members  duoughout  the  state  and  There  would  be  no  Misi 
the  national  conventions.  Disaster  Relief  Unit  to  respc 
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sionary  for  a  week  at  Camp 
Garaywa  in  Clinton.  Camp 
Garaywa  is  ^Hxisoied  eadi  year 
by  me  Mississippi  Wcmum's 
Missionaiy  Union  (WMU)  with 
gifts  made  to  die  Mtugaret 
Lackey  State  Mission  Ofning, 
and  provides  ei^t  weeks  of 
can^  for  jdils  in  grades  foui;  five, 
and  six.  This  summer,  approxi¬ 
mately  2JOOO  Girls  in  Action 

(GAs)  from  all  over  the  state  ities  such  as  swimming,  crafts,  camp 
attended  Cao^  Garaywa.  art,  music,  clowning,  and  more,  lege  a 

I  had  forgotten  just  how  The  night  sessions  are  filled  many 

much  fun  camp  can  be.  widi  more  musk  and  worship  leading  them'  into  Christian  min-  impact  the  WMk 

Campers  gadier  each  morning  but  with  a  different  atmos- 

fbr  worship,  prayer,  and  praise,  phere.  Group  activities  follow 

and  then  divide  into  groups  for  widi  much  laughter  and  gig- 

Bible  study  and  missmnary  vis-  gles  throughout  the  fun  and 

its.  Haviitt  served  in  Ukraine  games.  A  devotion  time  is  great  to  sw  their  talents  used  in 

along  vmh  my  husband  observed  to  brine  the  day  to  a  praise  of  God. 

Thomas  as  ^Idside  coordina-  close,  just  before  ughts  out.  Rachel  Michel  Dove  served 

tors  for  the  paitnership  Serving  at  Camp  Garaywa  is  this  summer  as  camp  director 
be^een  Mississippi  Baptists  exhaustiiw  but  so  rewarding,  after  serving  for  several  years 

and  Ukrainian  Baptists  —  and  In  fact,  1  needed  a  week  to  in  other  staff  capacities, 

knowing  tiiat  campers  such  as  myself  to  enjoy  God's  goodness  Seeing  God  raise  up  future 
th^  {^Is  helped  purchase  a  bmre  returning  to  Ukraine!  leaders  to  further  His 
church  there  —  I  feit  an  imme-  The  filing  fiiat  impressed  me  Kingdom  is  so  exciting.  What 
diate  connection  to  the  girls.  greafiy  about  the  we»  was  get-  a  spiritual  blessing  it  was  to 
Afternoons  at  Camp  ting  to  know  fiie  40  exceptional  listen  to  their  personal  testi- 
Garaywa  are  spent  in  fun  activ-  young  women  who  served  as  monies!  What  wonderful  role 


Restoring  my  soul 
At  Camp  Garaywa 

By  June  Nolen,  member 
Broadmoor  Church,  Madison 


staff.  Personally;  it  was  a  time 
during  which  1  grew  spiritual¬ 
ly,  eiperienced  God's  presence 
in  a  beautiful  setting,  and  rel¬ 
ished  the  words  of  Psalm  23:  He 
leads  me  beside  the  still  vxiters  and 
restores  my  soul. 

I  can  only  imagine  the 
had  on  the 

istries.''Soine  of  the  staffers  had  fotirfii,  fiffii,  and  sixth  grade 
apedfic  leaderahib  rc4es,  sudi  as  girls,  and  on  their  families  and 
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James  ossuary  dealer  arrested  for  forgery 

NASHVnXE,  Tenn.  (BP)  —  auB\ority  said  in  a  statement 
The  Isndi  antiquities  dealer  as  reported  by  AP. 
wdioee  discovery  of  the  so-  Golan  is  suspected  of  fore- 

called  James  ossiuury  gained  ing  both  items,  which  sho^ 
worldwide  attention  luw  been  the  archeological  world  at  the 
arrested  iii  Jerusalem  alleged-  time  of  their  discovery  and 
ly  for  for^mig  the  item.  had  scholars  debating  their 

Oded  Golan  was  arrested  authenticity. 

July  21  and  appeared  the  next  The  James  ossuary  contains 

day  in  court,  where  police  an  inscription  on  the  side  I 
revealed  forging  equipment  reading,  "James,  son  of  Joseph, 


The 
Second 
Front  Page 


James  ossuary 


Also  determined  by  the  Baptist  Press  that  forgery  is  of  the  history  of  the  biblical 

authority  to  be  a  forgery:  the  an  "unfortunate  problem  languages. 

"Yoash  inscription,"  a  shoe-  within  the  archaeological  '^ere  are  a  lot  of  scholars, 

box-sized  tablet  containing  15  community"  and  gives  honest  epigraphers  (specialists  who 

lines  of  ancient  Hebrew  with  archeological  scholarship  a  decipher  ancient  inscrip- 

instructions  for  maintaining  bad  name.  tions),  that  get  duped,"  Ortiz 

tile  Jewish  Temple  in  While  holding  off  judg-  said.  Forgery  is  "more  com- 

Jerusalem.  The  inscriptions,  ment  on  the  aumenticity  of  mon"  when  the  items  have  the  Israel  Antiquities 
possibly  done  in  two  separate  the  two  items,  Ortiz  said  it  is  inscriptions  —  like  the  two  Authority  said  in  June  that 

stages,  are  not  authennc,  the  "very  easy"  for  a  person  to  items  in  question  —  because  both  items  were  fakes.  The 

scripted  items  "bring  the  big  scholars  reached  their  conclu- 
he  about  the  James  ossuary 

Scholars  carefully  study  by  studyi^  the  weathering 
the  try  Tney  determined 

determine  if  the  style  the  the  patina,  a 

letters  and  the  words  covers  the  stone 

have  been  an  acquired  with  age,  had  been 

bri^en. 

Sometimes,  the  the 

inscription  under  a  July/ August  issue 

scope,  it  can  be  easy  to  a  Archaeology  Review  — 
forgery,  he  the  James  ossuary  was 

'You  can  tell  if  the  inscrip-  showcased  —  scholar  Edward 
tion  was  made  by  Keall  says  that  new  tests  bol- 

tools  or  he  ster  the  case  for  its  authenticity. 

if  the  item  "weath-  serves  as  senior  curator 

ered,"  determining  a  foreery  at  the  Toronto  Royal  Ontario 
becomes  more  dinicult,  G^iz  Museum,  where  fne  ossuary 
said.  Weathering  a  was  displayed  last 

process  whi^  the  "The  studies  we 

characteristics  —  as  have  convinced  us 
color  —  over  ossuary 

can  how  long  are 

your  newspaper  has  been  sit-  a  modem  forgery,"  he 
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David  Millican,  age  58,  pastor  of  South  McComb  Church,  passes  the 
30-year  mark  in  his  pastorate  at  the  church.  The  Hamilton,  Ala.,  native 
came  to  Soudi  McComb  Church  in  1%3  from  First  Church,  Stonewall. 


Three  new  television  stations,  to  be  built  in  Greenville,  N.C., 
Paragould,  Ark.,  and  Tyler,  Tex.,  are  the  first  stations  to  become  part  of 
American  Christian  Television  Stations  (ACTS),  the  new  Southern  Baptist 
national  TV  network. 


Poplar  Springs  Church,  Simpson  County,  has  an  "old  fashioned" 
revivd.  Accordmg  to  the  report  in  The  Baptist  Record,  kerosene  lamps 
were  used  and  the  people  dressed  as  they  did  "in  the  old  days."  The 
Record  noted  that  the  auditorium  had  been  recently  painted. 


The  Baptist  Record 
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Lires  inhabit  behavioral  study 

ttsdevdopedfianmore  •  Lions  tend  to  be  stioi^  pecple  who  starting  taslu 
>  decades  of  leseerdi  and  assertive,  take  charge  people,  and  seeing  them  completed 
by  Christian  oounsdor  They  are  decisive  people  who  They’re  very  systematic,  and 
•nt  Tient  and  UfcWiy  can  be  impatient  when  road-  thmr  are  usually  very  organized 
teamed  up  to  move  a  blocks  pop  up.  The  in-d^  reports  alsc 

paper-based  assessment  •  Otters  are  often  fun-lov-  include  lists  identifying 


NASHVILLE,  Term.  (BP)  — 
Larry  Smidt  is  an  otter  who 
loves  to  talk.  He  has  some  gold¬ 
en  retriever  in  his  blood,  and 

one  of  his  main  con-i - 

cems  is  nuking  odiers 
hatipy.  Janet,  his  wife,  is 
a  golden  rebtiever  widt 
beaver  tendencies.  9ie's 
very  detail-oriented  and  j  fB 
tgs  happen.  V' 
mixea  widi 


MtooL  SirKe  die 
assessment  is 
available  on¬ 
line,  diurdies 
and  partici¬ 
pants  receive 
immediate 
.feedback  from 
die  surveys. 
The  survey  is  easy 
^  ,  to  use  and  accurate, 

assessrnent  s^(x  of  LifeWay  Participants  answer 
„  ^„igned  24  questions  and 
undersnmd  receive,  usually  in  less 
than  20  minutes,  a 
personalized  report 
mil  of  practical  tips 
understancl  eacdi  odier,"  said  and  easy-to-under- 

standmqms. 

&ntm  said  one  of  his 
favorite  things  about 
the  service  is  die  in- 
droth  reports.  "They 


to  motivating  and 
leading,  areas  for  im¬ 
provement  and  more. 

Smith  used 
Insights  for  the  first 
time  duee  years  ago 
during  a  staff  retreat 
Since  then,  he  has 
used  Marriage 

Insights  numerous 
times  in  premarital 
counseling 

'1  want  to  be  sure 
dut  [a  coiqile]  know 
each  other  as  much 
as  they  can  before 
diey  get  married," 
Smidi  said.  "The 
expectations  in  mar¬ 
riage  are  fiu*  greater 
diw  anyone  can 
readi.  This  is  a  won¬ 
derful  test  to  see  how 
compatdile  two  peo¬ 
ple  really  are." 

Family  Insights 
comes  in  two  ver- 


Lote  urges 
U.S.  to  quell 
Liberia  unrest 


Otter 

golden  retriever?  Golden 
retriever  mixed  widi 
beaver?  What  kind  of  1 
hybrid  mixes  are  these? 

The  mixes  are  the  results  of 
Marriage  Insists,  a  b^yiond 

Christian  Resources  designed 
to  hell 

dieir  C^-gfyen  strengdis  and 
blend  dieir  difierences. 

"It  really  helped  us  to  better 
understand  each  odier,"  said 
Smith,  die  fomily  life  putor  at 
Palmcroft  Churoi  in  Phoenix. 
"The  main  benefit  is  in  die  area 
of  communication,  getting  peo- 


WASHINCTON  (BP)  — 
Denton  Lotz,  general  secretary 
of  the  Baptist  World  Alliance 
(BWA),  sent  a  letter  to  President 
Bush  July  22  on  behalf  of 
Baptists  in  Liberia  urgently 
requestins  the  president  to  serxi 
military  forces  to  protect  the 
lives  of  innocent  people. 

"There  has  bew  a  long  his¬ 
torical  relationship  between 
the  -  USA  and  Liberia. 
Hundreds  are  dying,  thou¬ 
sands  are  wounded,  arid  thou¬ 
sands  of  others  are  left  home¬ 
less  as  refugees  without  food, 
without  support,  without 
encourajgement,"  Lotz  wrote. 

Liberia  considers  its  con¬ 
nection  to  the  United  States 
strong  because  the  West 
African  nation  wsd  founded  ^ 
freed  slaves  from  America  in 
1 847.  Its  capital,  Monrovia,  is 
named  after  President  Jarnes 
Monroe  and  the  country's  gov¬ 
ernment  structure  shares  many 
sinrilarities  with  the  United 
States. 

Two  rebel  forces- in  Liberia 
have  grown  more  aggressive  in 
the  past  six  weeks  as  they  strive 
to  topple  President  Charles 
Taylor's  government.  Taylor,  a 
former  rebel  leader  accieed  of 
crimes  against  humanity  in 
connection  with  strife  in  Sierra 
Leone,  has  agreed  to  step 
down  if  an  international 
peacekeeping  force  will  arrive 
to  assume  power. 

"Failure  to  act  immediately 
will  incur  further  wrath  of  the 
African  people,  and  particular¬ 
ly  those  of  Liberia,  against  the 
inability  of  the  U.S.  govern¬ 
ment  to  work  for  peace  and 
stability  in  Africa,"  Lotz  con¬ 
cluded  in  his  letter  to  the  pres¬ 
ident.  "Our  Liberian  brothers 
and  sisters  plead  for  help  now. 
Please  do  not  delay!" 

Liberia  and  China  were 
the  first  two  mission  fields 
opened  by  Southern  Baptists, 
both  in  1 846,  a  year  after  the 
convention  organized  its  for¬ 
eign  mission  l^rd. 


Marriage  Insig^  is  just  one  ptul  about  a  2 
of  five  assessments  offered  by  report  out  of 

LifeWay.  TTie  hiyghts  family - “ — " 

also  indudes  Minislry  bisi^ite. 

Position 
Inshditsand 


Golden  retrievers,  beavers. 


BEHAVIORAL  TYPES 
lions,  and  otters  are  used  in  the  Insights  assessments 
available  from  LifeWay  Christian  Resources  as  descrip- 


- ,,  TIT - HIT  avaiiaoie  irom  meway  vjiristiaft  aa  ucat-iip-  .  f  .  n 

yqursdfandfilosewitti  the  strengths  and  differerKes  among  couples,  Tha 

famine.,  and churche..  (BP SlJ 

based  on  years  of  research  and  usually  creative  pet^rie  who  versions  are  omfoined  to  help 
incorporates  fiiousands  of  focus  on  die  big  pictuie' rather  build  understandiire  and  com- 


extension  center  launched 


By  Frank  Lay  be  offered.  Whh  the  assistanoe  ofieied  by  the  Seminary 

Corrapomkftt  of  die  Margaret  Lackey  State  Extension  Department  of  die 

Miateon  Cmermc  arid  die  Southern  BaptmConveridon. 
The  churches  of  New  Qnndt  Planting  Ixpartment  of  VowdLai999MJ3iv.g;rBdit- 

Choctaw  Association  have  the  Misais^ppi  Baptist  ate  of  N^  Orteans  Serninary, 


Some  ot  the  stu¬ 
dents  have  expressed 
fa  desire  to  extend  dieir 
studies  beyond  the 
lextension  center  level. 
'Plans  are  being  made 
to  begin  an  evening 
class  to  reach  interest¬ 
ed  students  who  are 
unable  to  attend  die 
Saturday  class. 

The  Church 

;Flanting  Department 
utilizes  state  mission 
fofiering  funds  to  pro- 
[vide  dw  institute  wHh 
[instructors,  texdxwks, 
MDid  refreshments, 
^th  the  help  of 
Mississippi  Bdptists, 


die  need)  for 


the  naining  of  churdi 
leaders.  As  a  result,  die 
association  has  begim  a 
seminary  extension 
center  ^t  currently 
meets  each  Saturday 
morning  at  Pearl  River 
Church  m  Choctaw. 

Seven  students  are 
enrolled  in  the  first  class 
to  be  ofiered  by  the  cen¬ 
ter.  Thestndents  include 
one  pastor,  three 
licensed  ministers,  (me 
deacon,  and  two  lay 
people.  The  purpose  of 

the  center  is  to  equip 
•  ••  •  •  *■* 


churdi  leaders  in  ordtf 
that  diey  might  help 
strengthen  the  Native 


the  Native 

Chuidies  that  TEACHER  AND  STUDENTS  —  Chris  Vowell  (center)  of  PhHade 
die  New  seminary  extension  center  begun  by  the  churches  of  New  Qioctaw 
Chodaw  Assodation.  Church  Planting  Department  of  the  Mississip 
The  students  them-  tance  from  the  Margaret  Lackey  State  Mission 
selves  fdt  the  need  to  irKlude  (from  left):  Lucille  Billie,  fkul  Billie,  j 
becenne  better  grouncted  Henderson  Williams.  (BR  photo  by  Frank  Lay) 

in  bask  doctrine. - 

Conse(]taendy,  they  requested  Conventkm  Board,  Chris  Vowell  tet 
that  a  rlaM  in  Systematic  of  Philaci^diia  was  enUsted  to  asi 
Theology  be  the  first  course  to  teatk  die  (iiploma  levd  course  wi 


wit  students  at  the  center  gram  are  Henderson 
ifilbum  Williamson,  and  mlliams,  pastor  of 

Pearl  River  Churdi, 

- Lucille  Billie,  Paul 

with  enthusi-  Billie,  John  E.  Isaac,  T^filbum 
on.  Each  class  l^filliamson,  Robert  Ttibby, 
r  nine  wedcs.  and  Kevil  Vfillis. 
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NOBTS  music  classes  to  begin  August  18 

August  18  begiins  the  first  of  - - - — -  •  Hernando  Clwfdi, 

eight  courses  at  nine  locations  «  Hernando  —  beginniiM 

9Tem0rkQm 

TwuJI  ^apHst%eologlcol  (Seminary 


ition/Staff 


file  life..."  He  is  the  way  fiiat 
leads  to  Heaven,  but  in  most 
of  our  lives,  we  have  come  to 
decision-making  moments 
where  Satan  has  grafted  into 
our  roadway  d^urs  that 
could  take  us  far  away  from 
the  Lord.  Thank  God,  He  has 
given  us  a  Redeemer,  a 
Savior;  udio  is  the  truth  and 
can  keep  us  on  track,  in  the 


Reach  THE  CmuMtEN 

Jesus  has  given  us  a  com- 
numd  to  go  into  all  title  world 
and  make  disciples  for  Him. 

Surely  and  significanfiy,  file 
worla  of  whfch  He  speaks 
iiKludes  reaching  our  own 
children  but,  statistically, 
scmie  people  point  out  fiiat  we 
may  not  even  be  fulfilling  His 
conunands  in  our  homes.  In  .  . 

some  ways,  the  figures  show  responsive.  From  a  purely 
that  we  are  not  even  reaching  statistical  measurement,  diil- 
our  own  children  for  Jesus.  dmi  are  far  easier  to  reach 

I  am  certainly  aware  of  the  than  adults.  That  is  under- 
old  adage  that  says,  "figures  standable  because  from  diild- 
don't  lie,  but  liars  figure."  bi  hood  to  adulfiiood  two  fac- 
fiiat  Baht,  fieures  can  be  toes  are  at  work  in  the  heart: 


Jim  Mnd,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


concern  that  burdens  my  heart  place  as  we  grow  older  and  •  Surely  someone  could  be 
that  oAentimes  «ve  do  not  five  Wome  more  cynicaL  ma3rbe  saved,  even  in  the  last  steps  of 
with  a  pcayerfuL  burning  pas-  even  embittered,  by  the  dr-  life,  but  oh  what  a  waste.  All 
skxi  to  readi  our  children  and  cumstances  of  life  and  our  those  years  of  potential  — 
grandchildren  for  Christ  Often,  own  warped  decision  making,  gone!  All  fiiose  times  when 
young  parents  are  so  busy  with  The  other  thing  that  is  at  mey  could  have  meant  so 
all  m  the  responsibiBaes  of  work  is  compuicent^.  It  much  to  so  many  —  gone! 
work,  home,  diUdren,  and  thdr  becomes  an  overwhelming  Dwight  L.  Mooo^  was 
own  personal  needs,  that  they  force.  If  a  person  goes  rehuming  from  preaching  at 
don't  see  the  kids  as  they  so  fiirough  childhood  into  fi\e  an  evangdistic  raUy  and  was 
qttickly  move  along,  shining  teen  years,  and  on  into  adult-  asked  what  fite  results  were, 
gears  man  toddlers  to  kinder-  hood  hearing  God's  voice  and  Moody  responded,  "Had  2- 
garten,  from  grade  sdaxti  to  putting  off  the  decision  to  1/2  conversions."  The  person 
middle  sdiooLnomhi^sdiool  accept  Christ  over  and  over  responded,  "Two  and  a  half? 
to  coUeae,  and  before  know  again,  they  tend  to  become  You  mean  two  adults  and  one 
it  on  their  way.  totally  complacent.  They  child  were  saved?"  "No,"  said 

Wnile  we  honesfiy  and  ear-  become  insensitive  to  making  Moody,  "two  children  and 
lestly  intend  to  give  attention  that  decision.  They  fiiink  that  one  adult."  The  great  preach- 
to  the  most  important  feature  they  will  always  have  time  er  recognized  that  the  ad^t 
in  our  children^  Bves  —  titem  because  they  have  always  had  had  half  a  life  left,  while  me 
coming  to  know  Jesus  —  it  just  opportunities .  two  children  had  their  entire 

kind  m  gets  lost  in  the  ^  of  iltat  complacency  could  ^  lifetime  to  give  to  the  Lord, 
growing  up  so  quickly.  their  ruination,  for  they  will 

Let  me  aiaie  with  you  some  not  always  have  time  and  •  One  other  reason  why  it 
reasons  why  it  is  so  important  they  certainly  will  not  always  is  so  important  to  retch  the 
that  we  reach  the  children:  have  the  appropriate  and  children  is  because  all  of 

opportune  times.  In  their  life's  important  decisions 
•  It  is  important  because  complacency  they  just  squan-  can  then  be  made  with  Jesus 
the  eternal  destiny  of  a  child  •  der  away  one  oy  one  the  on  the  throne  of  their  hearts, 
is  settled  when  he  or  she  is  opportunities  and  become  In  that  great  verse  Jesus  said, 
most  reachable.  A  child's  even  more  complacent.  "I  am  the  way,  the  truth,  and 
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Missionaries ' 
soldier  son 
killed  in  Iraq 

ALPHARETTA,  Ca.  (BP)  — 
Capt.  joshua  T.  Bym,  son  of 
North  American  missionaries 
Lloyd  aiKl  Mary  Byers,  was 
killed  in  action  in  Iraq  the 
morning  of  july  23. 

The  Byers^  have  been  mis¬ 
sionaries  since  january  in 
Guam,  a  U.S.  territory,  where 
Lloyd  Byers  is  director  of  mis¬ 
sions  for  the  Guam  Baptist 
Association.  He  previously 
served  as  church  planter/pas¬ 
tor  of  Foothills  Community 
Church  in  Mt.  Airy,  Ca. 

joshua  Byers,  a  member  of 
the  Army's  Third  Armored 
Cavalry  Regiment,  was  killed 
when  a  boimb  exploded  near 
his  vehicle  as  it  was  traveling 
in  a  50-vehicle  convoy 
between  two  Iraoi  towns, 
according  to  his  mother.  Seven 
others  were  wounded  in  the 
bombing,  which  was  trimered 
remotely  by  two  Iraqis  mding 
in  bushes  nearly,  she  said. 

Byers  is  survi^  by  his  wife 
Kim,  who  lives  in  Fountain, 
Colo.,  near  Fort  Carson.  He  is  a 
1996  graduate  of  the  U.S. 
Military  Academy  at  West  Point 


Bibliocipher 

By  OttHet  M»n 
copyright  2003 

SIH  KQZ  DQWYXZYHB 
BAE  WQjY  HQMTOZ  IE, 
AX  HBTH,  MBAWY  MY 
MYOY  NYH  EAXXYOE, 
DBOAEH  ZAYZ  CQO  IE. 
OQVTXE  CAJY:YAKBH 


Clue:  X*N 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge. 
A  King  lames  Version  Bible 
verse  has  been  encoded  by  let¬ 
ter  substitution.  The  same  letter 
is  substituted  throughout  the 
puzzle.  Solve  by  trial  and  error. 
Answer  to  last  week's  puzzle: 
Ezekiel  36:27 


First 
Church, 
Edinburg, 
has  callra 

Randall 


Moorehead  Churchy  Mid 
Delta,  has  called  Laiiy  W. 

laggard  as  - 

pastor.  He 
IS  a  gradu' 
ate  of 
Clarke 
College, 


College, 
and 
NOBTS. 

Haggard  Haggard 
has  served 


at  Pleasant  Ridge  Church, 
Sturgis,  and  Wayside  Church, 
Vicksbiug. 

Liberty  Church,  Newton, 
has  called  Joey  Frank  Lang  as 
pastor.  He  previously  served 
at  Sand  Ridge  Church,  Lake. 

West 
Marks 
Church, 
Marks, 
called 
Timothy 
W.  Mims 
as  pastor  in 
June. 

Mims 

Sandersville  Church, 
Sandersville,  called  Chase 
Temple  as  minister  of  youth. 
Temple  previously  served  at 
Magnolia  Church,  Laurel, 
and  attends  Jones  Junior 
College  in  EUisville. 


Fifty-duee  students,  alumni 
and  faculty  members  were 
recently  inducted  into  the 
Joseph  and  Nancy  Fail  School 
of  Nursing  Honor  Society  at 
William  Carey  College's 
(WCO  Hattiesburg  campus. 
Inductees  are  invite  into  the 
society  by  invitation  only  and 
must  exhibit  high  standards  of 
scholarship,  leadership  and 
service. 

Anne 
Paulette  Teel 

received  a 
Master  of 
Divinity 
from  Beeson 
Divinity 
School, 
_  .  S  a  m  f  o  r  d 
***  University, 

Birmirgham,  Ala.  Teel  receivra 
the  Imtinguished  Student 
Award  diis  year  at  Beeson  and 
will  be  a  resident  chaplain  at 
University  of  Alabama, 
Birmingham  Horoital  this  fall. 
Teel  attended  First  Church, 
Holly  Springs,  and  Blue 
Mountain  College. 

Buster  Wilson,  pastor  of 
Friendship  Churcn,  Ecru, 
received  a  Doctor  of  Ministry 
degree  from 
Lake  Charles 
Bible 
College, 

Lake 
Charles,  La., 
in  June.  He  is 
a  graduate  of 
Blue 
Mountain 
College.  Wilson 


Society  HID,  Oakvale:  Aug.  3- 
8;  Sunday,  11  a.m.,  lundi  and 
sinmng  will  fellow;  Mary  Cox 
M^^  and  2nd  Generation, 
singers;  Mon.-FrL,  7  pjn.;  Brett 
Go&m,  evangelist;  Larry  Lott, 
music;  Tommy  Brexm,  pastor. 

Sledge  First,  Sledge;  Aug.  3-6; 
Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  6  p.m.; 
Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Billy  Joe 
Rerce,  evangelist;  Joe  Meurrier, 
music;  Jdin  Parker,  pastor. 

Goodwatei;  Smidi:  Aug.  3-6; 
Sunday,  11  a.m.,  lundi  will  be 
served,  and  1:M  p.m.;  Mcm.- 
M^-FrL,  7  p.m.;  Sonny  Adkins, 
MECB,  faking;  Wayne 
Thornton,  pianist;  Barbara 
Traxler,  musk;  Robin  Brumfield, 
pastor. 

Femwood,  Gulfport:  Aug. 
10;  Lunch  will  be  served; 
Hymns  and  songs  will  follow; 
J.  Paul  Vandercook,  preaching; 
Ray  [>uplessie,  music;  Jim 
Kultau,  pastor. 


Cascilla,  Cascilla;  Aue.  10-13; 
Sunday,  10:45  a.m.  and  SijO  pjn.; 
Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Truman 


New  Hope,  Smltii:  Aug.  10; 
lundi  will  be  served  at  noon; 
Kathy  Lee  and  Stacy  Shemum, 
evening  music;  Harvey  Lilly, 
spealdng;  a  cemetery  fund  collec¬ 
tion  willbe  taken. 

Cedar  View,  Olive  Branch: 
Aug.  10;  Sunday  School,  9:45 
a.m.;  worship,  11  a.m.;  a  potlu^ 
meal  will  follow;  The  Gee§lin 
Brotiiers  in  concert,  1  p.m.; 
Robert  Dottley,  speaking;  Morris 
Murphy,  musk;  Joe  S.  Caldwell, 
pastor. 

Magee's  Creek,  Walthall: 

Aug.  10;  Sunday  School,  9:45 
a.m.;  worship,  10:50  a.m.;  a 
potluck  lunch  will  follow;  Joan, 
Joy  and  Yiope,  musk;  Rkhard 
Green,  guest  speaker;  Joe 
Blackwell,  interim  pastor. 

Concord,  Yazoo  City:  Aug. 
3-6;  Sunday,  11  a.m.,  a  coverw 
dish  will  be  served  at  noon,  an 
afternoon  service  will  follow; 
Mon.-Wed.,  7:30  p.m.;  Ken 
Lyle,  MBCB,  preaching;  Wylie 


Dilmore,  First,  Flora,  music; 
James  F.  Yates,  pastor. 

Wayside,  Vicksburg:  Aug.  3- 
6;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  7  p.m.; 
Mcm.-Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Jeff  Box,  Mike 
McKee,  Billy  Joe  Deer,  Steve 
White,  speaKers;  Dale  Heard, 
music;  Brenda  Byrd,  pianist; 
Darrell  White,  pastor. 

Providence,  Greiuida:  Aug.  3- 
6;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  6  p.m.; 
Mon.-WiM.,  7  p.m.;  Truman 
Scarborou^,  Fred  Lawrence, 
Scott  Hud^,  Neal  Gant,  speak¬ 
ers;  Don  Montgomery,  music; 
Tena  Taylor,  pianist. 

FirsL  Ovett:  Aug.  3;  Stinday 
School,  9:45  ajn.;  worship,  1055; 
lunch  will  follow;  afternoon  ser¬ 
vice,  1:15;  Jimmy  Manning,  Bill 
Riley,  preaching. 

Rock  Bluff,  Polkville:  Aug.  3; 
Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  lunch  will 
follow;  Mon.-Wed.,  7:30  p.m.; 
Howanl  Baiton  and  Ray  Mann, 
’  speakers. 


:jU  pjn.; 
Truman 


Robert  L.  "Bud"  Jordan  Sr., 

83,  Louisville,  died  July  23  at 
Winston  Medical  Center.  Porter 
Funeral  Home,  Louisville,  is 
handling  arrangements. 

Jordan  pastored  for  43  years 
until  his  retirement  in  1989.  He 
was  licensed  and  ordained  hy 
First  ^urch,  Louisville.  He 
attended  Clarke  College, 
Mississippi  College,  and  New 
Orleans  Baptist  Theological 
Seminary  (NOBTS). 

He  pastored  Gum  Branch, 
Enon,  and  Union  Ridge, 
Winston;  Pleasant  Ridge, 
Oktibbeha;  Chester,  Choctaw; 
Pheba,  Pheba;  Sidon,  Sidon; 
Lake,  Lake;  Maben,  Maben; 
Lakevie,  Leland;  Mt.  Vernon, 
Eupora;  and  Wake  Forest, 
Stiugis.  He  also  served  as  a 
Bible  teacher  in  the  Starkville 
School  System. 

Jordan  is  survived  by  his 
wife,  Lavemas  Nichols  Jordan; 
daughter,  Jean  Alley;  son, 
Robert  L.  Jordan;  brother.  Jack 
Jordan;  two  sisters,  Mary  Wood 
and  Dorris  Thrasher;  five 
grandchildren,  and  nine  great¬ 
grandchildren. 


The  Baptist  Recoro- 


Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m.;  iruman 
Scarborou^,  speaking;  W^tem 
Neal,  Nortti  Carrollton,  North 
Carrollton,  music;  Thomas 
Bruce,  pastor. 

Mize  First,  Mize:  Oct.  5;  At 
The  Heart  of  Mize,  With  Mize 
At  Heart;  100th  aimiversary; 
worship,  10:30  a.m.;  lunch  will 
be  served;  Hosannah  in  con¬ 
cert,  1:30  p.m.;  time  caosule 
ceremony,  3:30  p.m.;  Lynn 
Nations,  Raleigh,  speakmg; 
Jonathan  Russell,  pastor. 

Thomastown,  Thomastown: 
Aug.  3-7;  Sunday  Sdiool,  10  a.m. 
Worship,  11  a.m,  a  covered  dish 
will  be  served,  and  150  p.m.; 
Moa-Thurs,  7  p.m.;  William  R 
Lewman,  preaching;  Mark  Jcsies, 
musk;  Dwayne  Dunaway,  pastor. 

Union,  Sardis:  Aue.  3-6;  7 
p.m.  nightly;  Tom  McLaughlin, 
evange&t;  Robert  Hick^,  pa^ 
tor;  Wanda  McLeod,  Connie 
Bums,  and  the  Union  Choir, 
music. 


Does  \oiir 


Great  Commission 

iiKiuiio  ffiiisic? 


Hicko^,  Hickory:  Aug.  17-20; 
7  p.m.  ni^tty;  Jerry  Bmgham, 
Sweetwater,  Greenville,  evange¬ 
list;  Rodney  Anderson,  pastor. 

Center  Ridge,  Yazoo  City: 
Aug.  10;  worsh^,  10  a.m.;  lunm 
at  noon;  aftemom  singing,  150 
p.m.;  Howard  Collier,  winn. 
Ark.,  speaking;  Tonuny 
Sparkman,  music;  Daryl  Oster, 
interim  pastor. 

Leflore,  Holcomb:  Aug.  3-6; 
Svmday,  11  a.m.  and  7  p.m.; 
Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Ovaries 
S^th  Jr.,  evangelist;  call  (662) 
227-12W  for  more  informatiofv 

Sardis,  Smith:  Aug.  3;  wor¬ 
ship,  1050  am.;  lunch  at  ivxxv 
afternoon  sirunntr;  Scott 


I'Llh  lit!'.  ■  ■:■■  ■  '/  hH 

(ilohal 
('oiisuluilion 
on  Music' 
and  Missions 

^M.iihv  ;  -.|i  i  :i  Srllllll;l|-\ 

I  (i| :  Wmi  ;'i  h  -  I-. 


!  C(it II }<  il  Slh'iikcrs 


(  (phJci  i  !h  I  '  in  I 


ship,  1050  am.;  lunch 
afternoon  singing; 
Mangum,  pastor,  preaching; 
Frank  Snuth,  musk. 


♦ 
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7SesusCnrist 

S^ijueststfie^anarj 
ofyour^Presena 
in9{eaxfenl 


You  Can  Respond 
Right  Now! 

Simply  share  the  following 
prayer  with  God  in 
your  own  words: 

1.  Lord,  1  admit  that  I  need  you. 
(I  have  sinned.) 

2. 1  want  forgiveness  for  my 
sins  and  finee^m  from  eternal 
death. 

(I  repent.) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the'grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my 
relationship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus  Christ 
into  my  life.  From  this  time 
on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  loving 
relationship  with  him. 

(I  receive  Christ  as  my 
Savior  and  Lord.) 

But  as  many  as  received  him.  to 
them  he  ga\v  the  right  to  become 
children  of  God,  e\'en  to  those 
who  heliex’e  in  his  name 
(John  1:12). 


GAs  of  North  Carrollton  Churcn,  North  Carrollton 


If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact 
a  local  Baptist  church  for 
spiritual  guidance. 


Cmm  ind  htr  hMbMt  M«  Orugha  trf  in  miny  yo^ 
Olodiy  >  bi«y.  *My  hiMbind  and  I  to  m*t  an  •ndowmt^ 

to  our  church^  praachool  mMaoy.  but  wt  alw  know  wa  dUn't  hava 

tona  to  daal  wtot  inartaglnB  bta  inuaaimant  on  a  day  to  day  baala.  Thafa 
whara  tha  Bapbat  Foundation  cama  In/ aald  Suaan.  "IMih  Ihraa  young 
boya.  doni  hava  lota  of  «raa  tinto.  Having  ttw  profaaaional  plan^ 
^ving  aarvioaa  from  tha  Baptlat  Foundation  waa  juat  wtM  wa  naadad/ 

Suaan  and  Max  wantod  to  mal*  a  dtifaranca  in  tha  Ma  of  tfta  ehidran 

at  Broadmoor  Baptiat  Cburoh  In  Madtoon.  "Aa  an  accountant  I  twaa 

conilbrlablawitf»tt»paoplaatti»BapiatFoundation.llt^ 
liivaaanant  atiatoglaa  wara  and  that  thay  utottid  aiay  tiua  to  tham/ aaid 

Suaan. 

Tha  Draughnli  waia  ao  plaaaad  with  tha  work  and  miniatiy  of  tha 
Baptiat  Fotfidtition.  dwt  thay  alao  aatoblahad  a  Camaiary  ^  for 

»>ylaa  OiipalMatiwdlat  Church  in  marnory  of  Maalirwothar.Wra 

happy  with  tha  partormanca  of  our  irwaatmanta  and  wa  haua  a  good 
ralationahlp  wWt  tha  good  paopla  at  iig. ■hit 

tftaFountMlon/  CMBT 

fMi  MMaam  Mwwr  rouNMDON 


View  Church, 
Olive  Branch, 
will  hold  a 
Community 
Sing  f^turing 
Garry 
9\eppard  on 
August  16  at  6 


Sheppard 


The  GAs 
of  Oak  Grove  Church, 
Shubuta,  will  host  a  tea  party 
for  Nina  Rigdon  on  August  9 
from  11  a.m.-l  p.m.  A  love 
offering  will  be  tal^  followir^ 
the  luncheon  with  all  proceeds 
helping  send  Rigdon  back  to 
the  Ukraine. 

The  GAs  of  West  Heights 
Chtun^  Pontotoc,  held  a  recog¬ 
nition  service.  Seeking  the 
Possible  Mission  in  His 
Kingdom,  on  June  1.  Pictured  are 
d>e  GAs.  They  also  celebrated  the 
GAs  90th  birthday  in  Jime. 
Pictured  (from  left)  are 
Myrl  Tutor  and  Mabel 
Crawford. 

First  Church,  Holly 
Springs,  Time  Out  for 
Women  on  August  8-9. 

The  theme  is  Rim  for  the 
Prize.  The  conference 
begins  at  6  p.m  Friday 
andcxMicludes  at  noon  on 
Saturday.  Registraticm  is 
$20.  Suzanne  Gigsby  and 
Cheri  Holcomb  are  the 
key  speakers.  For  more 
intormation,  call  (662) 
252-2627. 


Ibtor  and  Crawford 


Leflore  Church,  Holcomb, 
will  present  an  evening  of 
praise  and  worship  featuring 
Terry  Terrell  on  August  2  at  6 
p.m.  A  love  offering  will  be 
taken.  For  more  information, 
caU  (662)  227-1259. 


Season  of  Summer  Renewal 
and  Living  a  Life  of 


Significance  was 
hdd  at  Utica  _ 

Church,  Utica, 
recently  with  Rob  Futral, 
Country  Woods  Church, 
Byram,  leading  the  services. 
Music  was  under  the  direction 
of  Jim  Farrish,  also  of  Country 
Woods.  Pictured  (from  left)  are 
Ben  James,  pastor,  and  Futral. 


Pleasant  Hill  Church  VBS  Participants,  Calhoun  City 


James  and  Rob  Futral 

Pleasant  Hill  Church, 
Calhoun,  held  VBS  in  June. 
The  children  raised  $134.17 
and  after  being  matched  by 
church  members,  they  gave  a 
total  of  $2151.18  to  be  donat¬ 
ed  to  the  Baptist  Children's 
- Village. 

The  GAs  of 
North  Carrollton 
Church,  North 
Carrollton,  collect¬ 
ed  food  items  to 
assist  area  families 
in  need  in  June. 
Assisting  with  sort¬ 
ing  the  food  items 
(from  left,  front)  are 
Ann  Marie  McClain, 
Laynee  Claire 
Marchant,  Maggie 
Lloyd,  Joroan 
Haynes,  (back)  Julie 
McClellan,  Morgan 
Clark,  and  Jade  Wrenn.  GA 
Leaders  are  Sissy  Lloyd  and 
Debbie  Clark. 


■  '.7'  W  -  . 


GAs  of  West  Heights,  Ponotoc 


Mt  Olive  Cnufch, 
SmiduUlc,  held  a  GA  lecogni- 

- tion  service  in 

May.  Pictured 
'from  left)  are 


WVl-6, 


J>eUtte,WV 
Mary  Barnard, 
WV  1-3,  and 
Grace  Dillon, 
WVl-2. 


GAs  of  Mt  Olive,  Smithdale 


Penn 


McLemore  w 


of 
of 

Music  and 
Education  '  of 
Central  Church, 
Meridian,  elec¬ 
tive  August  3. 
She  will  M  avail¬ 
able  for  church  supply  and 
revivak  and  can  be  contacted 
at  (601)  696-9520. 


Laurel  Hill  Churdv 
Philadelphia,  will  celebrate 
their  paMor  Hugh  A.  Martin's, 
50th  anniversary  of  preadiing 
on  August  16  at  2  p.m.  All  are 
wdeome. 

McBee  Churdv  Cdumbus, 
ordained  Bryan  Whidle  as  dea¬ 
con  on  May  18.  Pictured  (from 
1^)  are  hk  wife  Karen,  WLndle, 
Jimmy  Ray,  pastor,  and  hk 
mothn  Dor^y  Tarlton.  ' ' 

West  Salem  Church, 
Richton,  held  a  deacon  ordina¬ 
tion  on  June  15.  Pictured  (from 
1^)  are  RklTHamm,  Stacie  and 
Andy  Henderson,  Chris  Ann 
and  Mitchell  Tudeer,  Kay  and 
Keith  Elmore,  Laine  and 
Ronnie  Kitchens,  and  Mark 
King,  interim  pastor. 

After  more  than  21  years  as 
pastor  of  Grace  Church, 
Philadelphia,  Dennk  Duvall ' 
has  resigned  to  assume  the  posi¬ 
tion  of  chaplain  at  Kush 
Foimdation  Hospital  in 
Meridian.  He  k  availwle  for 
pit  simply  and  can  be  reaoied 
evenings  at  (601)  656-8367. 

The  following  GAs  of 
Gunter  Road  Church, 
Flmence,  have  completed  dteir 
WV  4  books.  Pictured  (from 
left)  are  Candace  Anderson, 
\^ctoria  Burnham,  Kateljm 
Dukes,  Kayla  Anderson, 


k 


Karen  fr  Biyan  Windl^  Jimmy  Ray,  pastov  and  Doramy  Tulton 


DISTORTION  OF  TRUTH  ta*  than  sacrifice.  Mv  though 

are  obedience  to  tfie  printed 
Editor.  Word.  Man  (flesh)  is  just  for  a 

Havii^  served  in  a  day,  but  God's  Word  wiU  last  for- 
Mississippi  chuidi  in  years  p^,  even  Our  lov^  God  is  in  oon- 
I  have  continued  my  subso^  tnd;  let  His  Spirit  lead, 
tion  to  The  Biqrtist  Record  out  of  Lou  Carroill 
interest  for  news  of  diurdies  and  Biloxi 
people  in  die  state. 

I  have  especially  enjoyed 

your  time  of  service  and  your  DOLLAR  FOR  MISSIONS 
excellent  Editor's  Notebook 
pieces.  Your  insi^tful  writing  Editor 
of  May  29  was  the  best  analy-  You  may  be  aware  diat  die 
sis  of  the  condition  within  our  International  Mission  Board 
International  Mission  Board  (IMB),  de^te  a  record  Lottie  Editor  the  so-called  Big  Dailin  Boys 

that  1  have  seen.  I  want  to  Moon  Christmas  Offering,  had  to  Are  you  looking  for  an  exdt-  who  have  assumed  the  role  of 
loudly  give  several  "Amens!"  •  make  serious  cuts  d^s  year,  ing  challenge?  Do  you  love  to  the  ’Trinity."  They  do  not  diink 
to  this  questioning  of  motives  Fadi^  a  $10  million  shortEalt  the  hunt  and  mh?  Do  you  love  that  we  peons  nave  enough 
and  actions  on  the  part  of  Boaia  felt  it  necessaiy  to  make  adventure?  Do  you  like  living  in  sense  to  make  the  right  choice 
Jerry  Rankin  and  the  trustees  these  cuts,  as  well  as  eliminate  61  a  place  where  me  seasons  re^y  for  president  and  to  make  the 
of  the  board.  stateside  staff  positions  and  change?  Then  we  mav  have  just  right  decisions. 

It  has  struck  me  as  a  distor-  Commission  ma^zine.  what  you're  looKing  for!  I  want  to  remind  this  bunch 

tion  of  the  trudi  when  die  mis-  Your  heart  may  have  been  as  Middoon  Road  Church  in  that  the  Conservative 
sionaries  have  been  told  they  burdened  as  mme  was  upon  Anchorage,  Alaska,  is  searching  Resurgence  would  never  have 
must  sign  the  2000  Baptist  Faith  reading  this  news.  What  can  we  for  a  full-time  minister  of  music,  happened  if  the  little  preachers 
and  Message  since  die  "churdi-  do?  Baptist  Press  recentiy  fea-  Our  chuidi  has  averaged  400-  hadn't  been  there  in  1979.  If 
es  *  diat  support  diem"  expect  hired  an  article  on  a  group  of  plus  in  Sunday  School  and  600-  Paul  the  Apostle  attended  a 
them  to  do  so,  and/or  "since  missionary  kids  at  the  plus  in  Sunday  morning  wor-  Southern  Baptist  Convention,  I 
this  is  what  die  denomination  Missionaiy  Learning  Center  in  ship,  but  has  gone  through  am  sure  he  would  write  anoth- 
believes."  How  many  Southon  Richmona  who  suggested  diat  some  difficult  times  the  past  er  epistle  and  it  would  not  be 
Baptists  were  at  die  convention  one  dollar  from  earn  of  the  16  several  years.  Widi  a  new  pastor  vety  nice, 
at  die  time  this  was  adopted?  million  Southern  B^rtists  on  board  since  Februa^  the  Whether  the  Big  Darlin 
How  many  of  our  churches  and  would  more  dian  make  up  die  perfect  locatitm,  and  $13,000,000  Boys  know  it  or  not,  they  are 
church  members  have  voted  shortfiilL  wordi  of  propeity,  we  are  posi-  accomplishing  some  things 

that  missionaries  must  follow  Is  there  any  reason  why  tioned  for  substantial  growth.  that  really  hurt; 
these  guidelines?  every  Soudi^n  Baptist  diurch  If  you  have  a  degree  in  •  There  is  no  faith  to  believe 

Thank  you  again  for  the  could  not  receive  a  special  music,  some  practical  experi-  God  can  make  the  right  choice 
excellent  work  and  ministry  offering  which  would  total  at  ence  in  music  leadership,  and  a  and  dedsiqn. 
you  are  performing  in  your  least  one  dollar  for  every  love  for  church  ministry,  we  ,  •  There  is  no  trust  in  the  rest 

position  as  editor.  May  your  church  member,  and  forward  it  would  love  to  talk  with  you.  of  us.  All  they  want  out  of  us  is 
tribe  increase.  to  IMB  for  the  purpose  of  send-  We  will  provide  a  competitive  money! 

Van  H.  Evans  ing  these  missionaries?  We  salary  paclu^.  If  interested,  •  What  they  are  accomplish- 

H  Dorado,  Arkansas  have  prayed  for  years  for  our  please  contact  me  at  (907)  333-  ing  is  an  insiut  to  the  body  of 

missionary  force  to  grow,  and  9558  or  (907)  223-5930.  E-mail:  Christ 

record  munbers  are  responding  pastorjnrbcakOgdJiet.  •  They  are^  telling  God,  "We 

OBEDIENCE  BETTBI  to  ttie  needs  of  the  lost  woriiL  Jim  Thrash,  pastor  are  in  charge." 

God  forbid  ttiat  this  flood  of  Muldoon  Rd.  Church  Vaughn  Denton,  pastor 

Editor  mission  workers  would  be  halt-  Anchorage,  Alaska  Magnolia  Church 

I  would  like  to  say  dianks  to  ed  because  of  lack  of  funds!  Olive  Branch 

Eliz^iedi  Taylor  for  her  This  is  not  a  g(^  time  to 
response  on  ttie  problem  con-  take  a  ^lechd  offering.  We  J^t  JUST  FOR  SHOW 

ceming  our  missionaries  (Pray  finidieci  kicking  off  a  building  a 

for  our  MisMonaries,  letto  to  program  and  we  are  in  the  Editor 

the  editor  in  June  12  issue).  The  summer  giving  slump  ttiat  Are  there  any  other  nominar  ^ 

Lord  has  blessed  Souttiem  most  churches  experience,  but  tion^  In  case  there  are,  we  want 

Baptists.  Several  times  we  Imve  we  must  act.  It  should  be  you  to  know  that  they  are  just  for  |||Ku|flVK||| 

I  stumbled  in  this  onward  absolutely  unaccept^le  to  us  show.  Nobcxiy  is  going  to  pay 

march,  but  have  managed  witti  that  KXKplus  new  missionaries  attentfoin  to  ottier  nominahcsK  plil|||H|Ril 

God's  leadership  to  humble  are  not  sent  to  the  mission  field  The  decision  to  nominate  Bobby  '  T 

ourselves  and  realize  ttiat  flesh  due  to  the  lacdc  of  one  dollar  per  Welch  as  prKident  of  the  MISSISSIPPI 
cannot  succeed.  SBC  church  member!  Is  our  Southern  Baptist  Convention 

Isn't  our  need  for  sackcloth  commitment  so  low,  and  our  (SBQ  was  macfe  ^year  prior  to  |-c  Za  I-/  I  I  I 

and  ashes?  Obedienoe  is  stiU  bet-  oriorities  so  skewed,  that  we  the  convention  in  2004.  J-Px  xx.  X  XV^  X 


FOR  ADVENTUROUS 


Letters  to 
THE  Editor 


Unsigned  letters  will  not  be  print¬ 
ed.  No  multi-copy  or  form  letters 
will  be  used. 


Each  correspondent  must  include 
an  address  and  telephone  number 
for  verification.  In  special 
instarKes,  name  may  be  withheld 
at  writer's  request  and  editor's  dis¬ 
cretion. 


Please  include  the  name  of  coop¬ 
erating  Mississippi  Baptist  church 
where  correspondent  is  a  mem¬ 
ber.  (Mississippi  Baptists'  letters 
will  receive  priority  when  space 
is  limited.) 


Letters  must  be  limited  to  250 
words.  All  correspondence  is 
subject  to  editing. 


Correspondents  should  refrain 
from  personal  attacks.  The  opirr- 
ions  expressed  in  letters  to  the 
editor  do  not  necessarily  reflect 
the  views  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board. 


No  more  than  one  letter  from 
any  irrdividual  will  be  printed 
during  a  three-month  period. 


When  in  the  judgement  of  the 
editor  a  given  issue  has  received 
sufficient  attention,  correspon¬ 
dence  dealing  with  it  will  no 
longer  be  published  and  a  notice 
will  be  printed  to  that  effect. 


CHURCH  PtW  UPHOLSTERY,  HlfE  Search  Committee,  First  Baptist  Church  dents  in  grades  7th-12th,  and  college, 
estimates.  Davis  Upholstery,  Quitman,  of  Leesville,  P.O.  Box  1568,  1400  Nolan  Interested  applicants  should  send  resume  to 
Miss.,  phone  (601)  776-6617.  Trace,  Leesville,  LA  71446;  or  email  Kingwood  First  Baptist  Church,  atter^iOT: 

ni^jyiY  AFFOADASLE  HEALTH  fbcleesville^wnonline.net. _  student  ministry  search  committee,  2303 

Insurance  for  the  setf  employed.  Call  SLBCH  BED,  BRAND  NEW  IN  BOX.  Tree  lan^i^p^TX  77339  or  email  it 
(662)  568-3482. ‘Underwritten  by  MEGA  SHL  $250.  Call  (601)209-0872. - 

Life  &  Health  Insurance  Company.  BH»OOM  SET,  BRAND  NEW  IN  BO^  SL  a 

MCOMB0008.  bed,  dresser,  mirror,  chest  and  night- 

HbPPBI  CIA»  StUDK>,  CUSTOM  stand.  Sell  $550.  Call  (601)  209^^  c^tSlS 

church  windows,  reworking  and  repair,  instrumental  ensembles  and 

Columbus^tokson,  (877)  477-1899.  major  musk^drama  productions. 


MRT-TIME  MINISTER  OP  YOUTH  need-  for  a  part-time  student  minister  to 
ed  at  Briarwood  Baptist  Church,  Meridian,  work  with  grades  7-12.  Work  require- 
MS.  Send  resume  to  Brianvood  Baptist  ments  are  Wednesdays  and  weekends. 
Church,  attn:  ftrsonnel  Committee,  8733  For  more  info  contact:  Noxapater 

Baptist  Church,  Student  Minister 
Search  Committee,  P.O.  Box  251, 
Noxapater,  MS  39346,  phone  (662) 
724-2 156^ _ 


call  (601)681-6615 


taking  applications  and  resumes  for  minh-  _ 

ter  of  musicAvorship.  Serxl  all  info,  irKlud-  WANIU>:IMYCAREDWICTORChrHli»i 
ing  accurate  references  to  Dr.  Buster  with  3-5  years  experience  as  Day  Ca« 
Wilson,  Friendship  Church,  1389  Main  Director.  Licensed  day  cate  dkector,  works 
Street,  Ecru,  MS  38841 .  vveH  with  others;  self  starter  and  self  motiwl- 

AUBURN  BAPTIST  CHURd*  IN  TUPHO,  ed.  Send  resume  to  Director,  RO.  Box  400, 

Miss.,  is  now  acthely  seeking  a  pastor.  Fulton,  Miss  38843. _ 

Interested  pastors  are  asked  to  send  resumes  THE  BAPTIST  CHILDREN'S  VILIACE  is 
with  pictuie  to;  festor  Search  Committee,  seeking  individuals  or  couples  fw  the  position 
11 38  Road  931,  Tupelo,  MS  38804  or  email  of  child  care  vioker.  No  experience  required 
AxFximhaiJtiild.x.'lliixilli  iwl  we  will  train.  Good  Ijcnefib.  Contact  Mrs. 

fA*t-tlME  MINISTER  TO  STUDENTS,  Fteggy  Taylor  at  (601)922-2242  or 
Noxapater  Baptist  Church  is  looking  piayiot^baplislchildrenwiBagexom. 


The  Baptist  Record 


NTSB  issues 
‘warning  on 
van  hazards 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  — 
Special  training  is  needed  for 
driving  15-passenger  vans  — 
the  type  of  >^icle  of^  used  by 
churmes  and  youth  groups,  the 
National  Transportation  Safety 
Board  (NTSB)  said  July  1 5. 

The  NTSB  recommended 
that  stales  establish  programs 
retiring  training  and  testing  for 
drivers  of  15-passenger  vans, 
which  make  up  less  than  one 
percent  of  all  vehicles  on  the 
road  but  have  been  found  to  be 
prone  to  rollovers  during  emer- 
gerKies.  The  vans  handle  differ- 
endy  from  cars,  requiring  a 
higher  skill  level,  the  brand  said. 

While  it  is  only  a  recom¬ 
mendation  and  not  a  require¬ 
ment  the  anrKXincement  adds 
to  what  has  been  three  years  of 
bad  news  about  the  vehicle. 
Research  by  the  National 
Highway  Traffic  Safety 
Aoministration  in  2001  found 
that  when  loaded  with  10  or 
more  passengers,  the  vans 
were  three  times  more  likely 
to  roll  over  than  if  they  had 
less  than  1 0  passengers. 

Also,  last  year  the  NTSB 
released  a  report  showing  that 
approximately  52%  of  1 5-pas- 
sen^  vans  involved  in  single¬ 
vehicle,  fatal  accidents  fr^ 
1991-2000  experienced  a 
rollover.  In  the  same  circum- 
starxres,  cars  rolled  over  only 
33%  of  the  time. 

Fifteen-passenger  vans 
were  involved  in  two  church- 
related  wrecks  during  2001, 
the  last  year  for  which  statis¬ 
tics  are  currently  available. 
One  wreck  that  killed  four 
people  involved  an  Assembly 
of  God  church  in  Texas,  while 
another  wreck  that  killed  one 
person  involved  a  Baptist 
church  in  North  Carolina. 

Both  vans  experienced 
blown  tires  and  rollovers. 


rr 


First  Person:  Praying  for  'thorn  in  my  flesh 


crying  out  fw  God's  streng^.  all  logic  said  it  was  unwise  of  walk  to  my  tent,  because  I 
Like  Paul,  I  have  pleaded  widi  me  to  do  sornediing  so  [^ysi-  was  too  weak  to  do  even  a 
the  Lord  three  tmies  to  take  cally  challenging  but  I  am  am-  sinmle  task  like  standing, 
away  "a  thorn  in  my  fLesh."  Last  vinced  dtat  Qxf  s  ways  cannot  Every  fear  and  frustration 

September  I  was  in  die  hospital  be  imderstood  by  human  rea-  that  I  Had  in  September  came 
because  1  could  not  stand  with-  sonmg,  so  1  obeyed.  rushing  back  to  me  like  a  bad 

dream.  As  my  team  laid 
hands  on  me  and  began  to 
pray,  I  heard  God  whisper, 
^y  grace  is  sufficient  for 
you.  For  my  power  is  made 
perfect  in  weakness." 

We  relied  on  His  power 
that  night  because  die  only 
way  to  get  help  would  have 
been  to  nave  somerme  hike 
out  for  several  more  hours 
in  the  middle  of  the  ni^t  to 
the  raider  station. 

By  God's  faithfulness,  I 
was  able  to  fall  asleep  and 
wake  with  enough  ener¬ 
gy  to  finish  the  last  stre^ 
of  the  hike. 

The  completion  of  our 
trip  not  only  left  me  widi  a 
tremendous  sense  of  accom¬ 
plishment  but  also  a  sense 
of  God's  majesty.  When  we 
reached  the  top  of  the 
mountain  and  I  stood  sur¬ 
rounded  by  the  most  breath¬ 
taking  view  I  have  ever 
seen,  I  thought  about  how 
even  the  mountains  tremble 
with  fear  at  their  Creator. 

However,  it  was  down  in 
the  valley,  at  my  lowest  point, 
that  1  got  die  greatest  picture 
of  who  this  Creator  really  is. 


By  Erica  Harms 

Bsti  student  missionary _ 

Third  in  a  series 

The  seccMid  day  of  our  back¬ 
packing  journey  began  like 
any  other.  My  team,  alcmg 
widi  four  teenagers,  axidn- 
ued  die  uphill  trek  we  had 
begun  the  ray  before,  not  real¬ 
izing  we  had  embark^  on  die 
most  demanding  challenge 
we  had  ever  encountered. 

Along  the  way,  we 
Southerners  thrilled  to  see 
severali  patches  of  snow 
until  we  learned  we  still  had 
hours  of  rising  ahead  of  us. 

By  the  time  we  reached  the 
top,  we  had  hiked  an  incline 
of  near^  5,000  feet,  reach¬ 
ing  10,(500  feet  above  sea 
level.  With  each  upward 
step  we  took,  our  muscles 
screamed  for  rest.  We  tried 
to  balance  the  need  to  drink 
water  constantly  with  the 
understanding  that  we  were 
not  near  a  water  source  to 
refill  our  bottles. 

The  blisters  were  forming 
and  daylight  was  quickly  focf 
ing.  We  literaUy  had  to  force 
one  foot  off  the  ground,  Ik^ 
ing  that  once  it  landed  it 
would  be  willing  to  come  back 
up  again  until  we  could  find 
flat  mund  to  set  up  camp. 

When  it  came  time  to  stop 
for  the  evening,  we  foimd 
ourselves  on  a  moimtain's 

cliff.  It  was  10p.m.  — 11  hours  Harms  is  a  Mississippi 

afto  we  h^  begun  hiking —  TOUGH  TREKKING  —  Membersof  Erica  Harms' backpacking  group  strug-  Baptist  Student  Union  (BSU) 
bef^  we  had  trade  our  way  gle  with  thin  air  and  fatigue  as  they  hike  through  the  Idaho  mountains.  Harms  summer  missionary  to  Idaho.  She 
to  the  frat  of  ^  mountain  is  serving  as  a  Baptist  Student  Union  summer  missionary  in  Idaho.  (BR  ph<^)  is  a  student  at  Bmtist-MUated 

and  reached  a  place,  undesir- - — - ^ - Mississippi  College  in  CUnton. 

able  in  most  circumstances,  that  out  fainting  due  to  exceptional-  That  night  the  altitude,  BSU  summer  missionaries  raise 
would  work  for  die  ni^t.  ly  low  blood  pressure.  When  I  lack  of  food,  and  downright  their  own  funds  for  summer  mis- 

Tuesday  night  on  the  moun-  f«t  God  leading  me  to  Idaho  to  fatigue  got  the  best  of  me  and  stons,  and  are  supported  adindms- 
tain,  I  hit  my  lowest  point  work  with  a  baclqiacking  min-  I  famted.  My  supervisor  Paul  tratwely  by  g^  to  tlu  Mississippi 
physically  and  found  myself  istry  as  a  summer  missionary,  held  me  up  as  I  attempted  to  Cooperative  Program. 

WMU  sets  church  leadership  training  conferences 


By  l^filda  Fancher 
Correspondent 


Each  year  the  Woman's 
Missionary  Union  (WMU)  aux¬ 
iliary  of  me  Soufoem  Baptist 
Convention  selects  an  raipha- 
sis  for  participating  in  the  con¬ 
vention's  missions  program. 
Mississippi  WMU  dien  sched¬ 
ules  trainmg  sessions  for  local 
church  WMU  leadership  to 
introduce  the  dieme  and  to  pre¬ 
sent  a  progr^  of  work  and 
materials  available  to  carry  out 
dia^rogram. 

The  2003-2004  WMU  empha¬ 
sis,  Know  Him  —  God's  Plan  ... 
Make  Him  Known  —  My  Part, 
will  be  the  basis  for  training  in 
August.  Mississippi  WMU's 
theme  for  the  year.  Mission 
Possible,  is  the  ttieme  for  train¬ 
ing  sessions  for  Mississippi 
church  WMU  leaders. 

Three  sites  have  been  select¬ 
ed  for  these  training  sessiixis. 
North  Mississippi  leaders  will 
be  trained  at  First  Church, 
Seratobia,  on  August  19  from 
6:30  p.m.  until  9:15  p.m.  No 


pre-registrati(m  is  required  for 
this  conference;  re^tration 
bemis  at  6  p.m. 

Central  Mississippi  leaders 
will  train  at  an  ovemighter  at 
Canqi  Garaywa  in  Clintcm  on 
Aug^  22-^.  Registration  is 
required  fiv  this  training  ses¬ 
sion.  Cost  rangK  from  $26.50  to 
$48.50,  depending  on  the  hous¬ 
ing  chosen.  Information  is  on 
the  le^tration  form,  which 
may  oe  downloaded  at 
http:/  /  www.mbcb.org/clientl 
mages/ 19540/ WMlJ/camp- 
gr^.pclf  or  by  calling  the 
Mississippi  Wh^  Department 
at  (601)  2%-  3317  or  toU-free 
outside  Jackson  (800)  748-1651, 
ext.  317.  Registration  forms 
should  be  sent  directly  to 
Camp  Garaywa,  312  Cairm 
Garaywa  Road,  Clinton,  MS 
39066. 

South  Mississiroi  leaders  will 
be  trained  at  First  Church, 
Wiggins  August  26  frcnn  6:30 
pjn.  until  9:15  pm.  No  pre-regis¬ 
tration  is  recpiired  fix  t)&  ccxi^- 
eno^  registiation  begins  at  6  pm. 

Conferences  offered  at 


Seratobia  (S)  and  Wig^ns  (W), 
along  witii  instructors,  include: 

-  •  Getting  Ready  for  the  New 
Church  Year 

•  WMU  Directors:  Pat 
Ingram  (S),  Ann  Stone  (W) 

•  Women's  Groups:  Joyce 
Jones  (S),  Melleen  Moore  (W) 

•  Adults  on  Missicm:  Evelyn 
Williams  (S,  W) 

•  Using  Litera^  and  CBS  in 
Language  Ministry:  Paula 
Smitti  {S,  W) 

•  Acteens:  Robin  Keels  (S), 
Robin  Keels  and  Jennifer 
Martin  (W) 

•  Youth  on  Missicxi:  Allen 
Newman  (S),  Tammy 
Anderson  (W) 

•  Girls  in  Action:  Tami 
Harrell  (S),  Ann  Rials  (W) 

•  Children  in  Action: 
Cyntiiia  Mabry  (S,  W) 

•  Mission  Friends:  Teresa 
Dickens  (S),  Mandy  E^vis  (W) 

In  addition  to  the  al^ve 
core  conferences,  the*  follow¬ 
ing  special  interest  confer¬ 
ences  will  be  during  the 
Camp  Garaywa  session: 

•  Chronological  Bible 


Storying:  Paula  &nith 

•  Spanish  —  Yo  Puedo 
Empezar  Un  Grupo 
Misionero?:  Paula  Smith 

•  Forgiveness:  die 

Beginning  to  Racial 
Reccxidliatiixi:  Debora  Jmner 

•  Sisters  Not  Rivals:  Kadiy 
Bums 

•  Servant  Leadershqi:  Janet 
Green 

•  New  Acteens  Curriculum: 
Robin  Keels 

•  New  WorldVentures:  Ann 
Rials 

•  C^ptxtunities  for  Mission 

Involvement:  Tammy 

Anderson 

•  Restorative  Justice:  Our 
State's  Plan:  Juanita  Firmin 

At  the  Gaiarywa  conference, 
Linda  Tate,  state  coordinator  fior 
Mission  Service  Corps,  will  rep¬ 
resent  tile  Nortii  American 
Mission  Board.  An  International 
Mission  Board  missionary  will 
also  be  present  to  share  eimeri- 
ences.  Other  activities  inoude 
an  Idea  Swap  Shop  and  a  ^ledal 
worship  celebration  featuring 
the  women's  trio.  Sold  Out 
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Explore  the  Bible 

Acting  With  Love 

James  1:19-2:13 


In  his  best  seUine  book  The 
Purpose  E>riven  Life,  Rick 
Warren  poses  the  question, 
”What  on  earth  are  we  here 
for?"  God  does  have  a  purpose 
and  plan  far  every  life.  The 
problem  with  most  is  trying  to 
mice  our  own  plan  upon  Gm's 
plan  for  our  lives,  m  discover 
God's  plan  as  we  read,  receive, 
and  abide  in  God's  Wc^. 

Live  by  Good  Principles 
(1:19-21) 

James  says,  "Listen  Up!  God 
has  a  few  words  for  you." 
'Watch  what  you  say,  listen 
carefully,  and  Keep  your  cool.' 
We  could  call  it  right  attitude. 
Exemplify  a  servant  spirit,  not 
a  selt-servii^  spirit.  We  do 
not  gain  anythmg  by  losing 
our  temper.  It  only  displays 
lack  of  control.  James  would 
say  we  need  a  good  house 


doing  something  about 
what  you  hear?  James 
compares  our  casiial  lis¬ 
tening  to  a  casual  look 
into  a  dim  mirror. 
Sometimes  we  don't  like 
what  we  see,  so  we 
don't  look  long  enough 
to  really  do  somediing 
about  what  we  see,  but 
impiantea  wora.  admonished  to 

We  must  confess  »oung  ^ 

our  sins,  then  with  meekness  Word  on  a  daily  oasis  and  "con- 


and  put  the  right  stuff 
in.  ^Lay  aside  Hlthi- 
ness...  and.receive  the 
implanted  Word." 

We  must  confess 


receive  God's  Word  for  daily 
direction.  Paul  would  say,  '  i 
have  been  crucified  with 
Christ;  it  is  no  longer  I  who 
live,  but  Christ  lives  in  me; 
and  the  life  I  now  live,  I  live 
by  faith  in  the  Son  of  God 
who  loved  me  and  gave 
Himself  for  me."  (Gal.  2:20) 
Our  heart  attitude  determines 
our  walk  of  faith  and  how  we 
receive  God's  Word. 

I«ani  from  God's  Word 
(1:22-25) 

One  of  my  favorite  preach¬ 
ers  luid  a  pattern  of  interjecting 
his  favorite  words  into  his  ser¬ 
mons,  "Are  you  listeidng?" 
James  would  have  us  hear  with 
die  same  thought  in  mind.  Are 


tinue  in  it,"  not  being  a  forget¬ 
ful  hearer.  We  must  near,  read, 
study,  memorize,  and  meditate 
on  tine  Word  of  God  daily.  We 
need  to  write  down  those 
thii^  God  impresses  on  us  die 
mom  intendy.  ihen  we  need  to 
act  on  those  things  God  reveals. 
This  person  does  not  "quickly 
forger  but  becomes  a  faithful 
doer  of  the  Word.  James  says. 
This  one  will  be  blessed  in 
what  does." 

Look  Ibward  Odters  (1:26-27) 

James  now  poses  a  piercing 
analogy.  Are  we  "retigKXis"  or 
are  we  really  practicing  "reli¬ 
gion?"  James  contends  me  man 
who  is  practicing  his  rdimon  wiU 
give  evKknce  careful  ^leedi 


cleaning.  Get  rid  of  the  jur^  you  listiaiing  widi  die  intent  on  and  a  servant  qpint  WBcan(»ac- 


tioe  a  lot  of  ritual,  serve  on  "cxnn- 
mittees,"  have  pofact  attendance 
for  years,  even  be  a  committed 
titheiv  but  unless  one  has  a  rela- 
tiordfup  that  proves  itsdf  widi  a 
life  of  purity  and  heart  of  com- 
passi^  he  is  deceivir^  himself. 
It  is  time  to  get  real  Jchn  says, 
"By  diis  is  Father  glorified, 
diat  you  bear  much  fruit;  so  you 
will  w  Nty  di8(i^>le8"0ohn  1^). 
We  bear  nuit  in  our  service  to 
odiers,  not  in  self-sedcing  gk»y. 
What  are  we  doing  complet^ 
for  the  benefit  of  the  helpless 
widi  no  possible  return  for  our- 
sdves?  That  is  die  beginning  of 
r^s^  because  of  a  r^tionsnip. 
tiovc  All  People  (2:l-4,8) 
"My  brothers,  as  believers 
in  our  glorious  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  don't  show 
favoritism"(2:l  NIV).  James 
reminds  us  the  ground  is 
level  at  the  foot  of  the  Cross. 
There  should  be  no  partiality 
or  prejudice  with  regard  to 
race,  c^ture,  economics,  or 
even  personality  —  but  are 
we  guilty  in  practice!  Far  t(x> 
often,  we  find  evidence  of 
accepting  only  those  folks 
who  talk,  dress,  act,  think, 
and  look  like  we  think  they 


should  so  practice.  James 
says,  "Are  you  not  being  par¬ 
tial?"  He  reminds  us,  '\6u 
shall  love  your  neighbor  as 
yourself."  It  we  do  otherwise, 
we  are  guilty  of  sin,  we  have 
broken  the  whole  law. 
Whether  we  discover  folk  to 
be  "down  and  out"  or  "up  and 
out,"  Jesus  says  to  love  them 
all  the  same.  We  are  to  treat 
them  with  respect,  dignity, 
and  love.  We  are  to  share  the 
wonderful  life-changing 
Good  News  of  Jesus  Christ 
with  every  person  every  time 
we  have  the  opportunity. 
Then  we  can  watch  God  do  a 
work  through  us  that  can 
only  be  explained  in  terms  of 
the  supernatural.  May  we  be 
as  Peter  and  John,  being 
unlearned  and  untrained  fish¬ 
ermen,  but  the  Pharisees  mar¬ 
veled  and  the  work  that  God 
did  through  them...  "They 
marveled,  and  they  realized 
that  they  had  been  with 
Jesus"  (Acts  4:13). 

Young  is  the  director  of  the 
Sunday  School  Dept,  at  the 
MBCBin  Jackson. 


us  if  J 

jurogance  fb  his  broth¬ 
ers,  u  he  was  boastii 
about  his  dreams,  or 
he  was  just  matter-of- 
fact.  Certainly  Joseph 
must  have  realized 


never 


m 


God  was 


oseph 


es 

Jacob's'  ^rael's)  second  wife 
Rachel.  Rachel  was  the  wife  of 
Jacob's  dioice,  his  "real"  love, 
and  Joseph  was  his  favorite  son 
out  of  eleven.  The  other  chil¬ 
dren,  no  doubt,  grew  up  seeing 
this  relaticmship  between  tiieir 
father  and  Joseph.  In  the  37th 
chapter  of  Genesis  we  mume 
this  accoimt  when  Joseph  is  age 
17.  He  obviously  had  leader¬ 
ship  abilities,  was  dependable, 
ie8p<msible,  and  moral.  The 
anger,  resentment,  jealously, 
and  outri^t  hatr^.that  his 


to  be  tiie  catalyst  for  events  that 
would  change  the  course  of 
Joseph's  live  forever.  TWicehe 
dreamed  tiiat  his  brothers  and 
father  would  be  subservient  to 
him.  He  could  not  have  known 
exactly  what  these  dreams 
meant,  but  to  his  brotiiers,  they 
were  signs  of  the  extreme  arro¬ 
gance  of  their  brother  who 
would  find  tiiem  in  the  fields 
working  and,  in  effect,  teU 
them  tlut  they  would  be  bow- 
ingjto  him  all  their  lives. 

^ere  is  some  debate  abouf 


later  of  rescuing  him.  In  his 
absence,  the  others  sold  Joseph 
to  Midianite  traders  on  th»r 
way  to  Egypt.  Th^  took  the 
tunic  they  had  stripped  from 


Diood,  men  proceedea  to  go 
home  and  tell  tiieir  fatiier  ne 
had  been  killed  by  a  wild  ani¬ 
mal.  Jacob's  immense  grief  is 
seen  is  his  statement,  "In 
mourning  will  I  go  down  to  the 
grave  to  my  son*|v.  35). 

The  situation  looks  hopieless 
for  Joseph.  We  cannot  imagine 


persecuted,  and  alone?  This  is 
when  faitii  becomes  a  central 
issue.  During  these  situations 
we  don't  get  much  comfort 
from  hearing  that  this  must  be 
the  will  of  God  for  us  or  that 
He's  trying  to  bring  us  to  a 
more  intimate  knowledge  of 
Him.  When  Josroh  was  mead- 
iM  with  his  brothers  for  his  life 
(C^.  42:21),  he  probably  was 
not  thinking  about  his  dreams 
or  the  future  plaiu  God  had  for 
him.  When  Jacob  was  mourn¬ 
ing  and  could  not  be  comfort- 


help  bring  a  lost  person  to  a 
saving  knowledge  of  the  Lord. 
We  nru^t  be  a  vessel  that  God 
uses  to  Duild  a  church,  help  the 
homeless  and  himgry,  or  mow 
His  love  to  one  who  has  never 
known  it.  If  these  things  could 
be  the  fruit  of  our  trust,  then 
we  too  can  consider  our  trials 
pure  joy  so  that  we  may  be 
mature  and  complete  0ames 
1:2-4). 

Hollowell  is  member  of  Crosby 
Church,  Crosby. 


2003  Mississippi  Baptist 
Youth  Night  Planning 
Committee 

•  Don  Lum  (chairman),  Sunday  School 
Department,  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board. 

•  Mike  Brister,  youth  minister  at  First 
Church,  Brookhaven. 

•  John  Cooper,  youth  minister  at  First 
Church’,  Amory. 

•  Randy  Cuchens,  music  minister  at  First 
Church,  Newton. 

•  Rob  Futral,  pastor  of  Country  Woods 
Church,  Jackson. 

•  Gary  Watts,  member 
of  Wynndale  Church 
Terry. 
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